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Welcome to INNOVATOR, an update on secondary school change from
the North Carolina New Schools Project. Our newsletter is designed to
inform practitioners, policy makers, and friends of public education on
innovation, research and success stories from secondary schools. Please
feel free to contact us, provide feedback and suggest article ideas.
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New Year brings new initiatives for NCNSP

With the start of the New Year, we at the North
Carolina New Schools Project are engaged in
several new initiatives that we believe hold real
promise for continued progress on the state's
critical goal of ensuring that all students graduate
with the skills to succeed. North Carolina must do
all it can to deliver on that goal. It's essential to the
state's economic development and quality of life.

The innovative new high schools that we have
helped launch and support during the last seven
years, in partnership with local districts, the State
Tony Habit Board of Education, the N.C. Department of Public
NCNSP President Instruction and others, continue to demonstrate
that all students can achieve when expectations are
high, teaching and learning is rigorous and engaging, and support for
students is strong.

Now it's time to expand the reach of those important lessons to more
districts and schools across the state so that more students can benefit.

Read more....
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Winners and losers

Recent job data help
underscore the value of
education beyond high
school. Workers with at
least some college
gained jobs last month;
those with high school
only, or less, lost jobs.
The charts below show
changes in numbers of
employed workers, age
25 and up, in
December 2011.
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Leaders help plan for scaling up innovation

Leaders of education, business and
government met last week to tackle a big
challenge: How to strengthen and scale up
the kinds of innovation underway in a
growing number of North Carolina secondary
schools aimed at ensuring that all students
graduate with the skills needed to succeed in
college, careers and life.

B The daylong forum, opened by former Gov.

. Jim Hunt, launched a planning effort by the
North Carolina New Schools Project to map
out a strategy for helping to transform
schools and districts around a common goal
of strong preparation for all students,
supported by powerful teaching and learning
and high expectations for all.

Former Gov. Jim Hunt
and Michele Cabhill of
Carnegie Corporation

"I want you to make these changes happen,” Hunt urged the forum
participants. "We've got to go all the way."

The meeting was co-sponsored by Carnegie Corporation of New York,
which is helping lead efforts nationally to strengthen education in
science and mathematics. Michele Cahill, vice president for national
programs and director of urban education for Carnegie, told the group
that sweeping changes in the economy demand transformation of
schools and the educational system.

"The futures of young people are tied more to their education than ever
before," Cahill said. "Most of the jobs being created not only require
greater levels of postsecondary education but also the kind of
knowledge that comes from STEM education."

Read more ...

STEM teacher prep program wins approval

College graduates interested in becoming high
school science, math and technology teachers now
have a new option for certification. The State Board
of Education approved the North Carolina New
~  Schools Project's STEM Teacher Education

# Program (STEP) this month and applications are
now available for the lateral-entry teacher
certification program.

An initiative of NCNSP, the non-traditional teacher
education program is supported by the federal
Transition to Teaching grant program, which
supports efforts to recruit and retain highly
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On teaching well

Anna Outlaw, a math
teacher at Duplin Early
College High School,
discussed her approach
to teaching in a recent
post on NCNSP's

Future Ready blog.

"In order for students to
learn, they must TALK.
In order for us to know
what they know, we
must LISTEN.

"Students need to read,
write, talk, and think
daily because this is
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qualified mid-career professionals and recent college graduates
interested in earning a teaching license through an alternative route.

Read more ...

Good teaching leads to better life outcomes

A no-brainer, right? But economists from Harvard and Columbia
universities now have found hard evidence linking teaching quality to
long-term positive outcomes of students.

The three economists tracked 2.5 million students over 20 years from
elementary school into adulthood and found that the students with the
most effective teachers -- measured by the standardized test scores of
their students -- were more likely to lead more successful lives. They
had lower rates of teen pregnancy, were more likely to enroll in college
and earned higher incomes.

Not surprisingly, the study is attracting attention in current debates
about the use of "value-added" measures of teaching quality. But
leaving that controversy aside, the study findings nonetheless
underscore the importance of good teachers and effective teaching.
There's really no substitute.

A recent item by Marc Tucker in The Atlantic magazine makes a similar
connection to teaching quality by comparing the United States to top-
performing nations such as Finland and South Korea.

"The top-performing nations boost the quality of their teaching forces
by greatly raising entry standards for teacher education programs,"
Tucker writes. "They insist that all teachers have in-depth knowledge
of the subjects they will teach, apprenticing new teachers to master
teachers and raising teacher pay to that of other high-status
professions. They then encourage these highly trained teachers to take
the lead in improving classroom practices."

NCNSP believes that teacher quality and teaching effectiveness are at

the heart of educational transformation for schools and districts.
There's really no substitute.

More News from New Schools ...

where they are learning
and growing. When
students are actively
engaged in discovering
their own ideas,
discussing these ideas
with their peers and
coming to their own
conclusions, that is
when they will learn the
most information.
Learning is different
from remembering.

"Listening more than
talking and guiding
more than telling.
Taking steps away from
a podium and toward
the desks of students -
that is where a teacher
belongs."

New Yadkin Career Academy to partner with NC Center for Global Logistics

The new school is the first high school to join the center's network of 23 higher education
institutions to prepare students for careers in transportation and logistics, The Dispatch reports.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=dnuvarcab&et=1109098180644&s=4889&e=001n1vAT3nAx1dg18qrv_Yk62DdQPhx6OfDra9KksQa2yUmo2Tilcun6jVnq-Jzg9gihSk6rBIH-s3GNcYNDP8KnWBddq1sThqsYANBWRljhyBBsNLi7kozphaT5TWCKCkB7fXBIqTJe8FzQgl_qLLjZ5iUUXDaA_WAX7AVfbwATLh3kKSUjtR_1FUE79OhX4nPcFpvg-VmHArG0XqUxcYSo6bqiWL4-C0UFJlc7SDKnho=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=dnuvarcab&et=1109098180644&s=4889&e=001n1vAT3nAx1dg18qrv_Yk66_yBx2i1n0RclydOeKq0ad3D8Nngvi-Fm9GgPVLRPTUgF68aozr2xEa8yHxiQP18E6fz1dcvm-14X3DVSnnpahQuH4Hg8bScK9_Prm-MvxkU9EmGHDWJQild31aDCarr8mKtcX6WRfcPsbjrlQmRkBbaeW6Bz69qy_8q0E8CXfG26vHwpu58M3Sd5vP6mp0JYIeK9lOQMNsXghXTYO_2JKzIg8tYwrCiQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=dnuvarcab&et=1109098180644&s=4889&e=001n1vAT3nAx1fFQh9HhwlxLzVWv9bePhiNVn_7ma_62eI-cCn9wszeQXOxrpjvc5v_DEIyCJz2EyUilwM54WFfCJ_mGR_aNmhDzMZWYqsrIxE86_qOiHKzMtEa5bbzCG4ICTEXRKqd_33rBJfQ230FrxjVTl4zbsCrGXpqS6yA4N5jH2oXQoGQM9iA_uUn_i87Fh6SXL1IoXgu_bS4oPQaxCsPCXPRgfbodAxB15RQKeM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=dnuvarcab&et=1109098180644&s=4889&e=001n1vAT3nAx1fGodHeJtUpIPtO7BG8bmUVuU5mUsjUAJit7cH6fBTo8B9q9s4KMbbmJlDU2B95HjjAywAbd-X405VofRHzeuxBQzP1IL74kOoe8mUQliH-A6fW7bSMh3YXhV9tR2-1lbpQfKotVIgQC4LuAlIteAYsZAYQkpFwjGdhkPRHJ7h5rnG3c36eZuZlpHVKrkryiWR3NTrrhNdf5JKngFDM57tnJf4IWHUvobuMf7wqJmG_wvY7cS03ztIhkR_F7CKVatrirLTNxKD6vg==

